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COLLECTION GUIDELINES (CONT.) 
 

QUESTIONS?     PROBLEMS?     HELPFUL HINT? 
 
Call 567-3400 to leave a message for the Recycling Commission.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Look for these boxes throughout the Recyclopedia to test 

your trash and recycling knowledge.   
 

Did you know…. 
• The average person discards 4.3 lbs of 

waste materials daily, approximately 
1600 lbs of waste materials each year?  
An average American will leave a legacy 
of 90,000 lbs of trash for his/her 
children. 

• Incinerating 10,000 tons of waste creates 
1 job, land filling the same amount 
creates 6 jobs, recycling the same 10,000 
tons creates 36 jobs. 
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CURBSIDE RECYCLING  
 
Longmeadow’s official commitment to recycling began with the establishment of 
the Recycling Commission by the Annual Town Meeting in 1979.  This was 
followed by regulations requiring all residents to recycle in 1984.  Recycling of 
paper and co-mingled containers is mandatory.  Recycling saves the Town 
money, reduces reliance on disposal facilities, prevents pollution and conserves our 
natural resources.  Thank you for your past and future recycling efforts. 
 
Recyclables are collected curbside every week on the same day as your trash with 
paper and co-mingled materials collected on alternating weeks according to the 
schedule listed in the annual Curbside Recycling Calendar. 
 
Your recyclables must be placed at the curbside in specially marked containers.  
These containers may include the Town’s blue recycling bin, barrels with a 
recycling sticker, barrels with a white band or barrels with white cloth.  Free 
recycling bins are available for residents at the DPW on Pondside Road, 567-3400. 
 
PAPER 
The following items should be included in the paper recycling 
collections: 
 
• Newspapers/inserts  
• Magazines/catalogs 
• Paper bags 
• White and colored office paper 
• Computer paper 
• Corrugated cardboard – Flattened and less than 4 feet in any dimension 
• Phone books/books – Remove covers of all books 
• Boxboard –  Cereal, cracker, shoe boxes, etc. Remove plastic liners 
• Junk mail – Remove plastic wrappings – stick-on labels and plastic windows 

are OK 
 

RECYCLING IS MANDATORY IN LONGMEADOW! 
 

CALL 565-4153 FOR INFORMATION. 
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CURBSIDE RECYCLING (CONT.) 
 

Did you know…. 
• The average family of four in Western 

MA sends approximately 640 lbs of 
recyclables (160 lbs per person) to the 
Springfield Materials Recycling Facility 
(MRF) each year. 

• Each year the Springfield MRF helps 
save the 94 member communities over 
$2,750,000 in disposal costs.  During its 
first ten years, the Springfield MRF has 
helped Western Massachusetts 
communities save $27.5 million in 
disposal costs. 

• There is no more tin to mine in the US; 
the only place to get tin in this country 
is from recycling. 

 
 
CO-MINGLED CONTAINERS 
The following items should be included in the co-mingled container collections: 
 
Rinse all containers 
 
• Plastic bottles, jars, tubs and microwave trays/containers – Remove caps, 

lids, pumps and wraps.  Labels and detergent spouts may be left on.   
• Milk and juice cartons, drink boxes – Remove straws and caps, flatten. 
• Glass bottles/jars, only clear, green, brown, less than 2 gallons – Labels, 

lids, corks, neck rings, etc. are OK. 
• Aluminum, tin/steel cans and aluminum foil- Labels are OK. 
 
Please note that all curbside recyclable material can only be recycled at curbside; 
it may not be brought to the Recycling Center. 
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CURBSIDE RECYCLING (CONT.) 
 
NON-RECYCLABLE ITEMS 
The following items are not accepted for recycling and must be placed in your 
trash: 
 

Aerosol/Latex & Oil Paint* Broken Glass 
Ceramics/Pottery Detergent Boxes 
Drinking/Eye Glasses Egg Cartons 
Food-Contaminated Paper Frozen Food Boxes 
Light Bulbs Motor Oil Bottles 
Paper Plates/Cups Photographs 
Pizza Boxes Plastic Bags 
Plastic Film/Wrap Polystyrene/Styrofoam 
Soda/Beer Cartons Window/Auto Glass 

 
*Most paints may be disposed of with curbside trash if properly prepared.  See 
page 18 for further instructions about paint disposal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

for recycling!   
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RECYCLING AND YARD WASTE CENTER   ~ GENERAL INFO 
 
The Town of Longmeadow operates a Recycling Center for the drop-off of hard-
to-manage wastes.  The Recycling Center is open only to Longmeadow residents. 
An annual sticker must be purchased for entrance. 
 
LOCATION: 
The Recycling and Yard Waste Center is located on Pondside Road, just south of 
the DPW yard. 
 
PURCHASE OF ANNUAL STICKER: 
An annual sticker, beginning January each year, is required.  Purchase your sticker 
at the Longmeadow Town Hall Building Department Office during their regular 
working hours (call 565-4153 for office hours).  Your car registration is required to 
purchase a sticker.  Stickers may also be purchased by mail.  Some items may 
require an additional fee . . . call 565-4153 for current list of such items. 
 
HOURS OF OPERATION: 
April thru Mid-October:  Wed.12-6, Thurs.10-4, Sat.9-6, Sun.10-5 (closed Easter 
Sunday), or as posted 
Mid-October thru Dec:  Saturday only  9–3 
January thru March:  Saturday only  9–12 
 

Recycling and Yard Waste Center Guidelines 

Aluminum 
• All aluminum items 
• Aluminum doors (no glass) 
• Aluminum eaves troughs 
• Aluminum chairs (remove 
• webbing) 
• Magnetic items are not 

aluminum 
• Rusted items are not aluminum 
Appliances 
• Made of steel 
• Stoves, washers, dryers, hot  
• water heaters, dehumidifiers 
• Refrigerators, air conditioners 

 
Batteries 
• Lead acid (automobile) – gray 

shed 
• Nicad, button – fluorescent 

shed 
 

• Bulk 
• No trash size items 
• Couches, large stuffed chairs, 

mattresses, box springs, 
carpet/rugs 

• Windows, doors, minor  
• construction debris 
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GUIDELINES (CONT.) 
 
Concrete and Brick 
� Only minor “do-it-yourself”  

materials 
� No steel in concrete 
� No asbestos 
 
CRTs 
� TVs and computers 
 
� Fluorescent Bulbs 
� Fluorescent bulbs, mercury  

switches, thermometers 
� Also bring to Brightwood Hdwr. 
 
Goodwill Container 
� Used clothing 
 
Propane Tanks 
� Valves closed 
 
Metal Items 
� Stoves, grills 
� Iron and steel 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Swap Shop  
Stuff "too good" to throw away 
� Usable and workable 
� Small appliances, lamps, chairs,  
� cribs, strollers, play pens, toys,  
� furniture, etc. 
 
Wood 
� Four feet or less in length or width 
 
Yard Waste 
� Grass, clippings, bushes, branches, 

brush 
� Three (3") inch diameter 

maximum 
� No steel or rocks (damages 

grinder/chipper) 
� Call 565-4153 for info 
 
Some Unacceptable Items: 
� No curbside recyclables accepted  

dispose of curbside recyclables at  
home 

� No household hazardous waste –  
� Call 565-4153 for disposal info 
� No motor oil – take to Mobil  

Station (limit one gallon) 
� No paint – See page 19 
� No encyclopedias – recycle  

curbside 
Recycling and Yard Waste Center questions?  Call 565-4153. 
Curbside trash collection questions?  Call Waste Management 737-1129. 
 
Violation of Recycling and Yard Waste Center rules and regulations may result 
in suspension of privileges. 
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GUIDELINES (CONT.) 
 
TIPS FOR RECYCLING OTHER MATERIALS: 
● Polystyrene “peanuts”:  Take to Mailboxes, Etc. 
● Household hazardous waste:  Call 565-4153 for the date of the next  

household hazardous waste collection OR for guidance if you are moving. 
● Wire hangers:  Accepted by many local dry cleaners and acceptable in the  

scrap metal pile at the Center. 
● Reusable items:  See www.longmeadow.org  
● Building/remodeling materials in usable condition:  Call the “Re-Store”  

in Springfield at 788-6900. 
● Donations:  See www.longmeadow.org for the most current information and  

list of donation centers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ILLEGAL DUMPING: 
Anyone found illegally dumping material outside of the Recycling and Yard Waste 
Center is subject to a fine of up to $300 for each offense. 

Interested in Volunteering?  The 
Recycling Commission  is always 
looking for volunteers to help out 
at the Recycling Center.  Contact 
us at 565-4153. 
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AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 
 
The Recycling Center accepts the following automotive products for recycling: 
 
● Tires with rims (rimless tires accepted at curbside). 
● Automotive batteries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TIPS FOR RECYCLING OTHER AUTOMOTIVE MATERIALS: 
● Motor oil:  Take to Mobil Station (one gallon limit). 
● Oil filters:  Save for HHW Collection Day. 
● Other automotive fluids:  Save for HHW Collection Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know…. 
• According to the American Petroleum Institute, if 

you recycle just one gallon of used oil it can 
generate enough electricity to run an average 
household for almost 24 hours. 

• If we recycle every can in Western MA for 1 year, 
we’ll save enough metal to manufacture 6,000 cars. 
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ELECTRONICS/CATHODE RAY TUBES (CRTS) 
 
Televisions and computers (includes all computer components). 
 
CRTs may be recycled at the Recycling Center or at the Goodwill truck at the 
Longmeadow Shops Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS: 
Do not take CRT apart since we do not accept bare sets.  There are real health risks 
associated with dismantling them:  
 
• The CRT is a vacuum tube.  If mishandled or broken, the glass tube can 

implode, resulting in a sucking noise and flying glass. 
• CRTs hold a “latent” electric charge, even when unplugged.  By touching the 

bare glass it is possible to receive a serious shock of up to 25,000 volts.   
• They are more difficult to handle, so back and foot injuries are more likely to 

occur. 
• Parts of the glass are very sharp and can cut skin. 
 
 

Did you know… 
• The average CRT contains about 

eight pounds of lead encased in the 
glass screen. 

• Before these materials were banned 
from being disposed of in a landfill 
or incinerator, there were 75,000 to 
90,000 tons per year arriving in 
these facilities.   

• By 2005, as much as 300,000 tons 
of electronics could be disposed 
annually due new emerging 
technologies as flat panel screens, 
high definition television (HDTV) 
and digital video disc (DVD) 
players. 
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MERCURY BEARING WASTE 
 
The Recycling Center accepts the following mercury containing items from 
residents. 
 
FLUORESCENT LAMPS: 
• Fluorescent lamps include compact or energy saver versions.  These lamps 

contain mercury and so when broken are hazardous. Be careful not to break the 
fluorescent bulbs.  Please DO NOT TAPE bulbs! 

 
MERCURY BEARING DEVICES: 
• These devices include thermometers, thermostats, and mercury switches. 

Mercury switches are found in a variety of items, ranging from chest freezers, 
to sump pumps, to clothes washers to stoves.  They are also used to stop the 
dryer spin cycle, turn on house lights, and turn on trunk or car door lights.  

 
BATTERIES: 
• We collect household hazardous content batteries, including lithium, 

rechargeable and button.  Rechargeable batteries can be charged multiple times, 
as compared to regular batteries, which have a “one use only” life span.  
Eventually, rechargeable batteries become spent, and because they contain 
hazardous content, should be recycled.  Rechargeable batteries are found in 
cellular phones, cordless telephones, lap top computers, battery operated power 
tools, and even some flashlights.  Button batteries are round and silver colored 
and are commonly found in hearing aids, cameras, watches, and calculators. If a 
battery cannot be removed from a device, the whole object may be recycled.   

 
Note:  Alkaline batteries (usually in flashlights) can be discarded with curbside 
trash. 

 
BALLASTS.   
• Ballasts are found in light fixtures and look like a black rectangular box.  
 
DROP OFF LOCATIONS: 
● Fluorescent lamps and batteries:  collected at the Recycling Center and 

Brightwood Hardware. 
● Thermometers, batteries, thermostats, ballasts, etc.:  collected at the  

Recycling Center.  Note:  Thermometers should be in plastic baggies. 
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HAZARDOUS WASTE  
 
Proper disposal of Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) is very important.            
Improper disposal can cause problems for the entire community.  Such wastes can 
be explosive or highly flammable.  Sewers have exploded and garbage trucks have 
burned because people have carelessly discarded flammable and reactive wastes.  
Hazardous wastes can also be corrosive.  The acid from discarded auto batteries 
can eat away many substances. One of the worst ways to dispose of hazardous 
materials is to “just dump them down the drain.”  Wastewater treatment plants are 
not designed to handle certain types of hazardous wastes.  Unfortunately, disposing 
of wastes in a landfill has not proven an effective solution either, causing pollution 
in the groundwater, surface water and air. 
 
HHW DISPOSAL: 
HHW is accepted for disposal only at Longmeadow sponsored HHW collections,  
as announced in the media.  If a resident cannot wait for the scheduled HHW 
collection day call 565-4153 for information.  
 
LONGMEADOW SPONSORED HHW COLLECTION DAYS: 
A variety of materials are accepted for FREE at these special collections.  These 
include: brake fluid, automatic transmission fluid, battery acid, gasoline, kerosene, 
oil filters, motor oil, lead-based paint, fertilizer, pesticides, pool cleaners, charcoal 
lighter fluid, furniture polish, arts and crafts supplies, photo chemicals, moth balls 
and oven cleaners. Residents typically must pre-register with the Town for an 
appointment for the event in order to participate. 
 
HOLDING HHW FOR NEXT COLLECTION DAY: 
Here are some helpful hints for safely storing your HHW for the next 
Longmeadow sponsored HHW Collection Day: 
 
• DO NOT bury the HHW in your backyard or an empty field. 
• DO NOT pour liquid HHW into streams or storm drains. 
• DO NOT mix different chemicals for storage or transport. 
• DO leave products in their original containers with the label intact.   
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 DISPOSAL METHODS for 
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS PRODUCTS 

 

Automotive Products Lawn & Garden Products Home Improvement 
Antifreeze Pesticides Solvent base 

Auto body repair 
products 

Rodent killers Putty, grout, caulk,  
   glaze, spackle 

Battery Acid Root killer Roofing tar 

Brake Fluid Weed killer Rust paint 

Car polish or wax Home Improvement Stains 

Carburetor cleaner Artist’s paint  

Creosote Concrete cleaner Stripper 

Degreasers Craft supplies Thinner 

Gasoline, other fuels  Driveway sealer Turpentine  

Kerosene Fiberglass resin Varnish 

Motor oil – take to Mobil 
Station on Longmeadow St. 

Glue, water base Wood Preservatives 

Transmission fluid Glue with solvents Household Items 
Windshield washer Lacquer Aerosol products 

Lawn & Garden Products Latex paint – See Page 6 Ballasts 

Bug sprays Lead/Metal Paint  Batteries: 

Charcoal lighter fuel Oil-based paint – See Page 6      Alkaline 

Fertilizer Paint remover      Button 

Fungicides Paintbrush cleaner 
 

     Lithium 

Insecticides, roach &  
ant poison 

      Nickel-Cadmium 

 
 
Recycle at the 
Recycling Center. 
 

Flush small amounts (1/2 cup), or pour down drain 
with plenty of water. 
If you have a septic tank, additional caution should be 
exercised – read labels to determine if a product will 
damage septic tank. 

 
 

 

 
































