
RICHARD SALTER STORRS LIBRARY
 
693 Longmeadow Street
 

Longmeadow, MA 01106
 

Telephone: (413) 565-4181 * Fax: (413) 565-4183 

December 3, 2009 

Mr. Michael Wrabel, Director 
Longmeadow Public Works 

Dear Mr. Wrabel: 

On behalfof the Directors of Storrs Library, I would like to express support for your 
application to the Community Preservation Committee for ceiling maintenance and repairs at 
Storrs Library. The library is located at the heart ofthe Historic District, and on the 
Wednesday before Thanksgiving Day, I counted fifteen students using our facilities on the 
second floor where the ceiling is crumbling in places, cracked, and in need ofrepairs. Often 
the crumbled debris is on the floor, and the holes in the ceiling are brought to my attention by 
architects, builders, teachers, and even students on a daily basis! 

Use ofthe library is expanding in geometric proportions, and an increase in the 
circulation ofmaterials has been recorded in ten ofthe past twelve months. Searches in the 
GALE Databases in the first ten months of2009 have exceeded 2008 figures for the entire 
year. As ofOctober 1,2009 the average number ofdaily visitors reached 446: A high of981 
occurred during the Summer Reading Program, and a low of 141 occurred on a snow day 
when the facility closed early. Even on the Saturday after Thanksgiving when travel and 
family are paramount concerns, over 400 visitors made a stop at Storrs Library. While 
growing use of the library in Longmeadow mirrors national trends, it is more than just a short­
term phenomenon. Circulation figure comparisons between Septembers in FY07 and FY09 
show an increase ofover 18% in library circulation. 

Strong local support for the library also translates into support for regional services 
funded by the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners. Regional automated library 
networks, daily deliveries ofrequested materials, a library training center in Whately, and 
educational programs demonstrate the importance of library services in the Commonwealth. 
Private groups such as the Jewish Geriatric Services, individual donors, and regional medical 
groups also attest to the value ofa library education with private support. Maintenance ofour 
facilities is one vital step in the delivery of quality service to a very receptive community. 

~~l~\~
 
Carl L. Sturgis 
Director 
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friendsofstorrslibrary.com 

December 2, 2009 

Dear Mr. Wrabel, 

On behalfofthe Board of the Friends of Storrs Library, I would like to express our support 
seeking funds to repair the upstairs ceiling ofthe library building. 

This historic treasure in our town has been the venue for many Friends fundraising events and 
programs. For more than ten years the Friends have hosted patrons ofthe library at our annual 
Author Evening fundraising event. Last year a hundred people attended this event, an evening 
with the award-winning author Dennis Lehane. This event is often held in the upstairs area of 
the library to take advantage of the pleasing ambience, the optimal viewing and more seating 
space. Hundreds ofguests have come to hear celebrated local authors speak about their works 
including: Dennis Lehane; Anita Shreve; Elinor Lipman and Suzanne Strempek Shea. 

The Book Sale is another popular fundraising event held at the Storrs Library. The sale 
attracts book lovers from the community and the surrounding towns. 

The Friends are committed to promoting reading and literacy. Towards that end we host book 
discussion series. Our most recent series was lead by Edwina Cruise, a Mt. Holyoke Professor 
ofRussian Literature. The three-part series on death and dying in literature attracted an 
audience of90. 

Established in 1994, the mission of the Friends of Storrs Library is cultural enrichment 
through programming. Our group ofvolunteers seeks to ensure that Storrs Library can 
continue to be a quality resource to the citizens ofLongmeadow. The repair and maintenance 
of the upstairs ceiling would certainly enhance this wonderful resource so we fully support 
your application for funds for this project. 

Sincerely, 

Beryl Salinger Schmitt, President 
Friends of Storrs Library 
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