COUNCIL ON AGING BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

October 20, 2011

Present: John Carey, Marybeth Bergeron, Saul Finestone, John Bowen, Rose Morace, Margaret Jenkins, Patricia Camerota, Rob Aseltine, Karen Michelman, and Sandy Adelson (secretary)

Excused: Eleanor Stolar, Diane Nadeau, Robert Petroff, Ernie Blake
Meeting called to order at 9:35 AM

Minutes from the September meeting were accepted as read. John Bowen reported that he spoke to Joe Occhuitti who resigned because he moved to Enfield. He was invited to continue to visit the center.

Selectboard Report:  Robert Aseltine reported they are looking for a new Town Manager.  Christine Swanson is resigning as selectman and the town will need an election to fill her term. (1year 3 months). There are also 2 other seats that will be up for election in the spring.  Robert Aseltine is not seeking re-election. There are 2 candidates for the school board .They are Owen Humphries and John Derosier (an engineer with great ideas for grant funding).  He feels that they will bring fresh new ideas to the school board.  There are a total of 4 seats to be filled on the board.  Doesn’t forsee an override until spring 2013.  Saul asked when the search for a new Town Manager will take place. Probably in January 2012.
Status of Senior Tax Proposal:  John Bowen discussed what’s happening.  New State law (Clause 57 circuit breaker tax credit) will provide up to $980 to qualifying seniors.  This will be based on income from $25000 to $45000.  The town’s rebate program will affect income of $25000 to $35000.  $175,000 is estimated cost to the town.  We need to generate support from seniors to get  Town leaders to endorse the plan.  Selectmen need to present proposal to the town.  Saul asked if length of ownership affects eligibility.  Consensus was 5 to 10 years.  Home equity should not matter.

Executive Director Report:  
Project Updates 

Means Tested Senior Property Tax Relief:

An informational meeting will be planned for the public in October at the Adult Center on October 20th, 1:30 PM.  There will also be an informational interview filmed by Longmeadow Cable Access.

Pantry:  Met with a representative from the Western Mass Food Bank to discuss how to improve the purchasing power of the pantry.  

Work Activities:

Funding Received:

1.  United Way Funding:  Received $2,400 grant to support the town’s nutrition program. Funding will be used to purchase food used in daily meal preparation.

2.  Area Agency on Aging:  $17,280 nutrition grant received to support daily operations.

Cultural Council Grant:  

Submitting a request to fund a presentation on the Titanic in cooperation with the Storrs Library.  Additional funding request for Senior Live Theater Group.


Annual Flu Clinic:  Preparing for clinic, scheduling volunteers, gathering supplies, etc.

Longmeadow Elder Police Officer:  

Met with Pam Chaplin to discuss how the Adult Center can work cooperatively with the Police Department. Plans include:  implementing similar referral form used by the Fire Department to report elders at risk.  We plan to have a meeting with the Senior Center director in East Longmeadow to discuss what they learned from the 4 day power outage they experienced following the Tornado.

Website Training:  Started updating the Longmeadow Adult Center Website.  Minor changes made, plan to add links to forms that we receive frequent requests for.

Apple Festival:  Held a festival on the Patio area (funded with Community Preservation Funds) adjacent to the Adult Center building.  Well attended,

Performance Measures:     

New Fall Programs:


Homestead Act Presentation with Donald Ashe – 60 attendees


Laughter Yoga – 16 attendees


Chair Yoga – 24 attendees

Financial Report:  No Report Available.
Karen reported that a donation made from a resident who passed away needs to be put on town warrant for approval.  The 2013 budget draft is due in November.  We are in process of hiring a full-time Veteran’s Agent. IT has also reported that the Residential home modification program had 1 application for a new roof.  A press release will be sent to remind residents of the program. Karen also reported that she had been informed by the Town Manager that funds can be replenished at anytime. Laugh Yoga is a new program to be offered early next year. Karen was complimented on her outstanding efforts.
Foloca:  Mass mailing going out to Town residents and others to solicit funds.  The Tag Sale took in around $1500.  We have 8 new volunteers for meals on wheels. We could use more errand runners.

GSSSI:
Rose reported that Title III grant received as $17,280.  Free community legal services are available to anyone 60+ through the United Way agency Community Legal Aid.  They are also looking for sites for programs to be provided by Springfield College graduates.

Old\New Business:

100 New chairs paid for by FOLOCA and the kitchen blinds were cleaned.

Meeting adjourned at 10:40.
Respectfully submitted:  Sandy Adelson

