COUNCIL ON AGING BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES
December 15, 2011

PRESENT: John Carey, Marybeth Bergeron, John Bowen, Margaret Jenkins, Patricia Camerota, Karen Michelman, Eleanor Stolar, Diane Nadeau, Ernie Blake, Robert Aseltine, Sandy Adelson (secretary).
Excused: Saul Finestone, Rose Morace, Robert Petroff
Meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m.
Minutes from the November meeting were accepted as read. Marybeth brought up later that there was an error in the minutes where we referred to forming and emergency list should have been emergency kit. All were in agreement.  John Bowen led a short discussion on people are bonding..

SELECT BOARD REPORT: Robert Aseltine reported that the budget for 2013 is in the process of being formed. The State may be seeing a billion dollar shortfall in the coming year. He stated that the COAs proposed tax relief program for seniors must fit into the budget plans. Our new school committee member is Katie Gerard who is replacing Armand Ray. May 8 has attentively been set for the annual town Meeting. February 23 is the last date to submit articles to the board.

SENIOR TAX RELIEF: John Bowen met with Paul Pastercyzk, finance director to discuss the Tax Circuit Breaker Program. He got the impression that Paul worked it out with the assessors. $90,000 overlay put into budget for the abatement allowance. This par of the budget may need to expand. A follow-up meeting will take place in January. 
Under clause 57 the Town of Longmeadow will allow 10% of retirement earnings to be used as a guide for qualifying. We have to approve State Statue as is. Sudbury appropriated $175,000 for their program. Jonathan Fine is working with Sudbury to obtain further information. Paula and John will probably field questions at the Town Meeting. Eleanor recommended that article be placed in various papers prior to the meeting to remind town seniors of the program. It was also suggested another informational meeting be held prior to the Town Meeting at the end of April. We need people with forceful arguments in favor of the circuit program to speak at the town meeting. Diane suggested John Bowen and Robert Aseltine do a question and answer program on LCTV prior to the meeting. We also need to verify that the language in the article is properly written.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT: Many volunteers have helped with the Holiday basket distribution. The Home modification fund has received many requests for funds. Our new Veterans Affairs agent is working hard getting out to all the veterans in town. Jason recently greeted veterans at a dessert party held at the senior center. He is also updating information on the web page. We have received many donations for the Food Pantry. In October, 71 people visited the pantry and 86 in November. Karen received a letter from an attorney that Marie Janik left us a bequest in her will. The census is showing that the 90 and older population is the largest growing population in the community. Marybeth asked if there is a limit you can apply for in funding request, for 10% goes toward supplemented housing.
FINANCIAL: Veterans’ budged has been incorporated into the Senior Center budget. We are working on the fiscal 2013 budget.

FOLOCA: Diane reported that a mailing asking for donations was mailed out to 5000 people. Jerry Cameroto resigned as president. Irene Kotula and Venessa O’Brien will share this position until an election can be held. The current balance is $143,000. A refrigerator is needed for the pantry. A sound system has been purchased. Eleanor asked about generators for the Senior Center. The Fire Chief is looking into getting one for the building. An emergency kit is also needed. Bob Petroff has information for the items that need to be put into the kit. There is a problem with the electric doors that we were going to used from the High School. A service call was placed and the service person gave an estimate of $3000 to replace and install a new electric door. Ernie thought that having a recording of the meeting could be valuable. Diane said you need the proper equipment to do this properly. Marybeth asked Karen about the emergency contact program. She suggested we check on people more than once and encourage people to get on the Board of Health list. John thanked Ernie for his comments.

BENEFACTORS: There was nothing to report.

GSSSI: John attended the Christmas party with the GSSSI- staff. They are a great group of people.

LEGISLATIVE: John Carey reported that National Health Care was still up in the air. There was nothing else to report. There may be 30% cuts to physicians if not approved by January 1. 
ADVOCACY: The Veteran’s officer will eventually have a separate office. Eleanor thanked Sandy for doing a good job with note taking. Physicians used to be able to spend 30 minutes with a patient and now it’s only 10 minutes. Everything is computerized and insurance is dictating a lot of what is happening. Everyone needs an advocate for their medical problems.
MISC: John suggested we all need to encourage residents to attend the Annual Town meeting. He is concerned that the cost of the Storm cleanup will interfere with the Tax Relief Program that the COA is proposing. We need to put pressure on the state and make calls to our representatives to obtain the necessary funding for cleanup operations. Pat thanked John for his work on behalf of the board.
Meeting adjourned at 10:34 a.m.

Respectfully submitted: Sandy Adelson
