COUNCIL ON AGING BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
MINUTES
November 17, 2011
[bookmark: _GoBack]Present: John Carey, Marybeth Bergeron, Saul Finestone, John Bowen, Rose Morace, Margaret Jenkins, Patricia Camerota, Rob Aseltine, Karen Michelman, Eleanor  Stolar, Diane Nadeau, Robert Petroff and Sandy Adelson(secretary)
Excused: Ernie Blake
Meeting was called to order at 9:34 AM
Minutes from the October meeting were accepted as read. John Bowen led a discussion on the recent storm.  Some felt that the town was slow in responding to the situation and others felt they did a good job. It was the general consensus that the Senior Center staff and volunteers were well represented at the warming center. Marybeth Bergeron suggested a plan be put in place in the future to protect the more vulnerable.  Saul Finestone commented that it was a tough situation for all.  Jason Dieni was introduced as the new Veterans Service Officer. 
Select Board Report:   Robert Aseltine reported that a formal review of how the town dealt with cleanup after the storm will be done. How we deal with cleanup, DPW, Fire, Police, etc. What worked and what did not. Think to future what might happen. Beverly Hirschhorn had a list for contacting volunteers in event of problem but was unable to reach them due to the problem with the telephones. Volunteers need to know how to contact you.  Rob reported that the new high school will have a generator so it will be able to stage it as an emergency facility in the future.  It is estimated that the town’s liability of cleanup will be around 13.2 million.  We still need presidential approval for disaster aide.  We are also looking to the state for cleanup help. Some were not sure of Fema’s visibility in our community.  Where will the funding come to pick up 3.2 million?  There is a possibility of bonding to get funds.  We need funding mechanism in place to cover costs until we get Fema help.  It was suggested that Brian Ashe and Gail Candaras be reminded of the Towns problems.
It was reported that 150 vulnerable seniors were contacted during our recent disaster.  75 responded and 20 needed help.  Meals on Wheels resumed for Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.   Jim Brennan of the Sports Council covered 20 homes to help seniors who couldn’t afford or physically could not do.  
Marybeth commented that the town has been great incoming together in our time of need.  The DPW cleared streets of 13 inches of snow.  The community spirit at the warming centers was great.

Senior Tax Relief:  It will be brought to the spring town meeting. Diane Nadeau asked how you will respond to non senior needing tax relief.  Rob Aseltine was thanked for all his help.
Status Senior Tax Proposal:  65 people attended the meeting.  Town officials present were Mark Gold, Jonathan Fine, and John Fitzgerald. John Bowen will meet with the select board, town counsel, and finance director before approaching the Select Board with article in January to ask town to adopt the proposal.     Cost to town will be around $150,000 for circuit breaker.  John was praised for doing a great job presenting this program.  We need to get money included in budget for the program.  People need to ask for help and vote at the   Town meeting.
Executive Directors Report:  Veteran’s Day Luncheon December 7, 2011, Holiday Luncheon December 14, 2011 will include dessert to introduce New Veteran’s Director.  The Adult Center Staff manned the warming centers.  Transportation was provided to transport people to Chicopee Warming center. We targeted people who were alone to make sure they had food, transportation, wellness checks, and sheltered some and provided volunteers to others.  Recommended in the future one person should be in charge of coordinating volunteers, etc.  Bob Petroff suggested a master list for the future.
Senior Center did a great job!
FOLOCA:  Meeting cancelled. Marybeth suggested we recommend to Foloca that they put together an emergency list. 
Benefactors:   The bequest from Sally Malkasian will be an interest bearing fund and remain in the fund of COA use.
GSSSI:   Annual meeting will be at Chez Josef on November 18, 2011. There will be a 3-6% increase in Social Security, but Medicare is going up.
New Business:  If people have hangers on non town trees have them call the senior center.  How can we do a better job in the future?
Meeting adjourned at 10:40.
Respectfully submitted:  Sandy Adelson







