PRESS RELEASE:  January 9, 2012
RE:  News for Longmeadow Veterans

FROM:  Jason Dieni, Longmeadow Veterans’ Service Officer

Under Chapter 115 of Massachusetts General Laws, the Commonwealth provides a needs based means tested program of financial and medical assistance for indigent veterans and their dependents.  Qualifying veterans and their dependents receive necessary financial assistance for food, shelter, clothing, fuel and medical care in accordance with a formula which takes into account the number of dependents and income from all sources.  Eligible dependents of deceased veterans are provided with the same benefits as if the veteran were still living. 
Qualifications:

Single veteran or an unmarried widow with the gross monthly income of $1,815 per month or less with $1,600 or less in financial assets not including a house may qualify.
A veteran and spouse with no dependents with the gross monthly income of $2,451 or less with combined assets of $3,200 or under, not including a house may qualify.  If the spouse and vet do not have life insurance they may have up to $7,000 in assets to qualify.

If the couple has 1 dependent they can gross up to $3,088 for the month.

2 dependents- they can gross up to $3,725 

3 dependents- they can gross up to $4,361 

4 dependents- they can gross up to $4,998

5 dependents- they can gross up to $5,637

The asset amount stays the same as the above.
Thank you,
Jason Dieni

Director of Veterans’ Services

